
Beach Basket Report
Sebastian Inlet District
Q2: Apr-Jun 2024

1.0 Program Summary
The 2024 Q2 (April, May, June) report herein includes details for the two public
Beach Basket stations located along the northern inlet shoreline in the Sebastian Inlet
State Park. The data presented in this report was collected and managed by our
monitoring partners and CCinc’s beach basket team through weekly surveys of the
beach basket stations. These surveys include the following: recording the number of
baskets present at a station along with their unique codes, the cleaning and
sanitization of baskets at each station, as well as returning any misplaced baskets to
their originally assigned station.

Throughout the second quarter each station was monitored weekly and a total rate of
loss (ROL) of 66%, or 4 baskets, was recorded. It is important to note that an
additional basket was put out due to one of the COVE baskets being broken. The
broken basket was not calculated into the ROL since the ROL is entirely based on the
baskets that were put out at the beginning of a monitoring period and were removed
from inventory during the monitoring period.

2.0 Detailed Quarterly Report
During 2024 Q2, the total rate of loss (ROL) recorded for baskets was 66%, or four
baskets out of six total baskets. During this quarter there were no interactions noted
between basket stations found along the inlet and basket stations located along
beach accesses within the Sebastian Inlet State Park.

2.1 Detailed Observations for Inlet Stations
During Q2, the Cove station lost one basket and had one basket that was broken,
however, the broken basket remained for the entire quarter. The North Shore station
experienced the highest losses, with all three baskets gone by the quarter's end. The
first basket at North Shore disappeared in the first week of the quarter, around the
week of 4/7/2024, and the remaining baskets were lost before the last month of the
quarter. These losses at North Shore are not surprising, given its high popularity for
fishing. It is possible these baskets were taken home by local fishers who could be
revisiting the north shore in the future.
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2.2 Basket Maintenance
No serious maintenance was needed during Q2. All baskets had their labels replaced
at the start of Q2. Every basket has two printed labels and handwritten labels under
the basket handles to hide it from the elements.

2.3 Public Relations and Media Attention
Two Instagram posts were made by CCinc regarding the beach basket beach
cleanup. The first post served as an invitation to the quarterly Cove cleanup and
received 24 likes. The second post showcased the cleanup results and highlighted
the beach basket stations a the Cove and North Shore. It mentioned that together we
collected over 19.4 lbs of trash and that the beach basket stations should be used to
help keep the State Park clean. This post received 28 likes and three positive
comments applauding the beach cleaning efforts. Additionally, the SID also made
multiple of its own social media posts highlighting the quarterly cleanup and the
beach basket program, all receiving a lot of interactions and positive feedback.

Another post was made for Memorial Day that featured the Sebastian Inlet District
Beach Baskets. In the post, we encouraged the public to use the beach basket
stations during the busy beach holiday. The post received 35 likes and two comments
from well-known coastal cleanup non-profits.

3.0 Recommendations
The following are recommendations so the program continues to engage inlet-goers
and remain helpful in keeping the Sebastian Inlet clean of debris:

1. In Q3 work with the District to outline novel ideas for keeping the Inlet clean of
both macro and micro debris items. This may include a visit from the “BeBot”
for a cleaning demonstration along the Cove in FY 24/25.

2. Q3 (July-September) is the last calendar quarter in the current services contract.
The Beach Basket program continues to support Inlet Management goals, by
involving everyday parkgoers in the conservation of one of the most important
natural resources, our waterways. It is recommended the Sebastian Inlet District
execute a new contract for Beach Basket services for the new 24/25 FY.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with the Sebastian Inlet District on such an
impactful and useful program to protect the environment.

Kendra Bergman Maddie Phelan
Executive Director Sustainability Programs Coordinator
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